
SING PRAISE TO GOD WHO REIGNS ABOVE

L Psalms and HVmns

The Psalms were important songs for the people of lsrael in the Old Testament and for Christians in
the New Testament.  Many hymns are based upon ideas in the Psalms. Read astanzaofthe hymn and
then read the scr ipture given with that stanza. In the l ines provided wri te down the words or ideas that
the stanza has in common with the scr ioture:

S t a n z a  1  ( P s a l m  4 7 :  6 - 8 )

S tanza  2  (Psa lm 121  :  1 -6 )

S t a n z a  3  ( P s a l m  4 6 :  1 )

S tanza  4  (Psa lm 100)

l l .  Melodic Form

Listen to and look at  the melody of  th is hymn. Does the melody have any repet i t ion? ls there a sect ion
of the melody that is di f ferent f rom the rest? ln fact ,  th is melody is in three parts:

A  =  S ing  p ra i se . . .  c rea t i on ,

A = The God of pow'r .  .  .  salvat ion;

B = With heal ing balm .  . .  praise and glory.

The musical  form A A B is cal led the Bar Form. Underl ine the A A sect ion of  text  in stanza 1 with one
colored penci l  and the B sect ion with another color.  Many hymns from Germany are wri t ten in Bar
Form (A A B).  Look up the fol lowing tune names in the Index ofTunes in your hymnal.  Locate the
hymn and f ind the Bar Form in the melody:

E IN 'FESTE BURG ( "A  M igh ty  Fo r t ress " )
NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT ( "Now Thank  We A l l  Our  God" )
LOBE DEN HERREN ("Praise to the Lord, the Almighty")

l l l .  An t  i phona l  S  i ng ing

Many psalms were sung ant iphonal ly or in two groups. The Bar Form makes i t  easy to s ing ant iphonal-
ly.  Divide your choir  into two groups. Have one group sing the f i rst  A sect ion; have theothergroup
sing the second A sect ion. .Join together on the B sect ion. Sing al l  stanzas of th is hymn ant iphonal ly.

lV.  Often, we think that great poems are wri t ten only by poets and music only by musicians. This hymn was
wri t ten by Johann . lacob Schi j tz who was actual ly a lawyer in Germany some 300 years ago. He was an
ardent Christ ian, whose fai th inspired him to wri te this wonderful  hymn of praise.
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